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Approved tack and equipment for  

British Dressage competitions 

Effective 1 December 2019 

This revised pictorial guide has been devised to be used alongside the British Dressage Members’ 

Handbook for clarification on permitted tack and equipment.  British Dressage endeavours to mirror 

FEI Rules for permitted tack and equipment. 

Tack reviews are ongoing but, any additional permitted tack and equipment updates will only be 

issued twice yearly to coincide with the beginning of the summer and winter seasons (1 December 

and 30 June).     

At all BD Championships, there will be an appointed BD Steward(s) in attendance in all warm up 

arenas responsible for tack and equipment checking every competitor each time they compete.  This 

will be a physical (not just visual) tack check, including nosebands.  It’s the organisers’ responsibility 

to appoint stewards for this function and they must be BD or FEI qualified to the appropriate level, 

for further guidelines on the official tack check, please see rule 108 in the 2020 Members Handbook. 

For the complete guidelines on permitted tack and riding the test and penalties, please see section 

Section 1 of the Members’ Handbook. 

If the equipment that you are looking at are similar to those pictured, it’s permitted for use in BD 

competitions. If you have a query on any tack or equipment that you’re unsure about, please email 

a picture of the item to the Member Experience Manager for clarification. 

NB:  

Please note that bridles without a throatlash will be permitted for use for national competitions, 

for international competitions please check FEI rules.    
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Rings/cheeks 

 

 
Egg butt 

(also permitted for 
bridoons) 

 

 

 

 

 
Loose ring 

(also permitted for 
bridoons) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sleeved cheeks 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Shaped sleeved 
cheeks 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Full cheek / Fulmer 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

Hanging 
cheek/Baucher  

 

 

  
 

 

 

 
D-ring 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Various gag 
cheeks 

  
 

 

 

 
Myler (or similar) 

cheeks for use 
with hooks 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Bevel bit/cheeks  

  
 

Any combination of permitted cheeks and permitted mouthpieces can be used under BD rules. 
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Bits/mouthpieces 

 
 

Ported unjointed 
bit  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Mullen mouth 
(including 

Flexible 
mouthpieces) 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Double jointed 
snaffle  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Single jointed 

snaffle (including 
Lock up) 

NB Lock-up 
snaffle may not 

be used as a 
bridoon 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Loose ring 
dressage plate 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Cable double 
jointed  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Ported barrel 
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Cable single 

jointed 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

B-ring snaffle  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Dr Bristol 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Mouthpiece with 
rotating middle 

piece 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Jointed barrel 
mouthpiece  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Low ported barrel 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Double jointed 

plastic bit 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Happy Mouth 
straight bar 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Hippus C1100  
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Bits/mouthpieces 

 
 

Kimblewick 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Magennis 

 

 

 
 

 
Weymouth 
(largest and 

smallest ports 
illustrated) 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Plastic covered  
Weymouth 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Neue Schule 

Turtle Tilt 

 
 

 

 

 
Weymouth with 

sliding 
mouthpiece or 
rotating arms  

 
 

 

 
Winning 

Tongue Plate 
NP Bit 

(any type)  

 

 
 

 
 

Various 
mouthpieces 

(including 
leather 

mouthpieces) 
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Bits/mouthpieces 
 

 
Bit guards 

 

 

 
 

 
Clip cheek 

piece 
attachment 

only  

 

 
 

 
 

 
Not 

permitted 
on reins  

 
Bit clips on 
ergonomic 

bridles or full 
cheeked 
snaffles 

  

 
 

 
 

 
Curb chain 

cover 

 
 

 

 

 

Bridles and nosebands  

 
 

Bridle with 
anatomical/padded 

headpiece 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Combination/ergonomic 
bridles 

(clips on Micklem are 
not permitted) 

 

 
 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=z7eTGLzP&id=79AA4C74FEA1B4A44350E3364D1061F3D81F566E&thid=OIP.z7eTGLzPWTfF5rDJqnRcagHaFM&mediaurl=http://cdn2.bigcommerce.com/n-pktq5q/t8iucxj/products/1156/images/3055/006__10076.1487872952.1280.1280.JPG?c%3d2&exph=449&expw=640&q=curb+chain+covers&simid=608005752172448650&selectedIndex=18


7 
 

 
 
 

Cornell Collar 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Dyon X-Fit Anatomic 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Dyon Difference (double 
and snaffle bridle) 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Stubben Snaffle 2500 
Freedom 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Shadow Horse – bridle 
with D-rings at ooll 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

PS of Sweden noseband  
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Bridles and Nosebands  

 
 

Drop noseband 

 

 
 

 

 
Figure of eight or 
Grackle noseband 

(sheepskin pad under 
crossover sections is 

permitted) 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Flash noseband 

 

 
 

 

 
Tota Comfort System 

noseband  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Looped/modified Reins 
(including knotted 

reins) 

  

 
Unless 

dispensation 
has been 
granted  

 

Bridles are to be used in the conventionally accepted manner and must consist of a brow band, cheek 

pieces and noseband unless a combination bridle is used.  Bridles are to be black, brown, grey or navy, 

coloured piping is permitted.  
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Saddles and stirrups 

 
 

Western saddle 

 

 

 

 
Treeless/Close 

Contact saddles 

 

 
All saddles must 

have a cantle 
and a pommel 

 
 
 

Side saddle 

 

 
 

 

 
Organiser and 
judge must be 

notified prior to 
competition 

 
 

Arabian saddle 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Iberian saddle 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Magnetic stirrups 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Any colour 
stirrups 

 

 
 

 
 

Velcro straps to 
stirrups 

 

 

 

 

 

Saddles are to be black, brown, grey or navy – small panels of colour are permitted. 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=r3P54ALl&id=ABDE59AEDD96E4A3691BD1E1067A6C2DE95F4205&thid=OIP.r3P54ALlP7cjcCeADbhNGwHaHa&mediaurl=http://www.discount-equestrian.co.uk/media/catalog/product/cache/1/thumbnail/600x600/9df78eab33525d08d6e5fb8d27136e95/s/t/step-9-800x450.jpg&exph=600&expw=600&q=equilibrium+symmetry+straps&simid=608047147055056835&selectedIndex=0&cbir=sbi
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Whips and spurs 

 
Comb spurs 

 

 

 

 
Rollerball spurs 

  
 

 
 
 

Rowelled spurs 
Now permitted for all 

classes  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Rowels must 
have rounded 

ends – rowelled 
spurs with 

pointed ends 
will be removed 

 
 

Spursuaders 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Swan neck spurs 

 

 

 
Fitted as 

illustrated left 
 

 
 

Vertical rowels/rollerball 
spurs 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Plastic spurs 

(all spurs must be made 
of metal)  

 

 
 
 

 

NB – Spurs – the shank of the spur must be horizontal to the ground or pointing down – failure to 

adhere to this rule will result in elimination  

Please see individual Championship rules for specific rulings on whips and spurs. 

Riders may carry one whip unless they hold a valid dispensation certificate.  Whips may be used at 

Premier Leagues unless the selectors specify otherwise, but may not be used at Area Festivals, 

Associated Championship, Combined Training Championships, Regionals or National/Winter 

Championships will result in elimination from the class. 
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Competitor dress 

 
 
 

Navy jackets with 
red collar and 

points with silver 
piping (tail coat or 

short coat)   

 
 

 
 

 
Only permitted if 
riders have been 
selected to compete 
on a Senior 
Championship Team, 
GBR rider or a P, 
COH, J, YR British 
Championship team 
or as an individual 
rider see rule 4 in 
2020 Rule Book 

 
 

Jackets 

 

Jackets may be in 
any conservative.  
Jackets must be 

worn in all 
Championship, 

Regional, Premier 
League and High 

Profile classes 

 
 

Waistcoats 

  

If you are permitted 
to ride without a 

jacket  a fitted 
waistcoat in a 

conservative colour 
may be worn 

 
 

Show Shirt 

  

If no jacket is worn, a 
sleeved traditional 
style shirt with a tie, 
American collar or 
fastened stock is 
permitted.   

 
 

Mirrored hats 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Top hats 

 

 

 
Only permitted for 
Advanced to Grand 
Prix level although 

organisers may 
request riders under 
25 wear a protective 

hat 

 
Electronic 

Devices/Headset 
 

 

 
Permitted in warm 

up only unless 
dispensation has been 

granted.   

Jackets may be in any conservative colour in muted tones.  Contrast piping is permitted.  Jackets must 

be worn in all Championship, Regional, Premier League and High Profile classes, however you are 

permitted to ride without a jacket in all other classes.  A fitted waistcoat in a conservative colour may 

be worn.  If no jacket is worn, a sleeved traditional style shirt with a tie, American collar or fastened 

stock is permitted.   
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Additional equipment/accessories  

 
 
 

Fly veil/hood   

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Infrared fly veil/poll 
guard/saddlecloth 

  
 

 

 

 
The use of 

infrared 
technology is 
prohibited in 

competion and 
warm up 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Nose net (use with 
strap on the chin 

not permitted) 

 

 
 

 
 

Not permitted 
under FEI rules 

 

 
 
 

Face masks 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

Not permitted 
under FEI rules 

 

 
 
 

Hoof boots 

 

 
 

 
Any covering of 
the heel is not 

permitted 
 

 
 

Neck straps 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=eHErMMbp&id=F57991719501D933058509747472BF9112CE9D48&thid=OIP.eHErMMbpvEXQFoQPAlylWAHaLK&mediaurl=https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/24/89/28/2489287be125a364fdf5cf280550a178.jpg&exph=401&expw=266&q=fly+veil+for+horses&simid=608022781330327407&selectedIndex=22
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=7DdqwPJv&id=D9EF1BA6B074EB9616E2E970B33F462192902009&thid=OIP.7DdqwPJvUfMFShV9i3DNswHaHa&mediaurl=https://www.doversaddlery.com/images/xl/0004391.jpg&exph=500&expw=500&q=hoof+boots&simid=608000164024159769&selectedIndex=61
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Kinesiology tape 

 

 
 

 

 
Although 

permitted for 
warm up only 

 

 
 

Exercise sheets 

 

 

 
Although 

permitted for 
warm up only 

 

 

Table of penalties for contravening rules  

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=ibvlfHqZ&id=B6F98FA31F786008FD4F4FB64E8530202B350DF7&thid=OIP.ibvlfHqZm9XHuxuGlJlVCAHaLH&mediaurl=http://media-cache-ec0.pinimg.com/236x/29/d3/5c/29d35c6e702f4250cfb75f8e44c44185.jpg&exph=300&expw=200&q=kineisiology+tape+for+horses&simid=608020839966377911&selectedIndex=53
https://www.bing.com/aclick?ld=d33uDlSj4NlP_9xhhFICgVmzVUCUygoelfNJGd2LpiSfVfd-n8CNRTluB0Qh66vBRhyZW8erTZI99RYGrX_i9mbk57G5aK6ojGbZh0ejFbqwg85Ceexsk2E-wLoKDFDt-5Ys1Xf73QtlXZiWmzeVW6rHV_1vvJQ_xGTSNrARk0pndipoAQ&u=https://www.naylors.com/weatherbeeta-thermic-exercise-sheet-navy-grey-white?msclkid%3d{msclkid}%26utm_source%3dbing%26utm_medium%3dcpc%26utm_campaign%3dUK - All Shopping Campaigns%26utm_term%3d1101501366715%26utm_content%3dAll Brands&rlid=ec2df10196c91814607caaeb2b9e13c3
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=MbgKrJ9v&id=02555EEAB9D675D7CDDB4E312BA12C85A3332664&thid=OIP.MbgKrJ9vVIx0c_7xR1g6tAHaId&mediaurl=https://www.waldhausen.com/media/catalog/product/cache/3/image/1400x1600/9df78eab33525d08d6e5fb8d27136e95/63284/Shop/Artikel/6328405-WB_2.jpg&exph=1600&expw=1400&q=exercise+sheets+for+horses&simid=608049346110622495&selectedIndex=42&cbir=sbi
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